                                                                                         May 13, 2009
Dear Homesteader Descendant,

     In honor of the 75th Anniversary of the Homesteading of Arthurdale, Arthurdale Heritage is publishing a book about the original homesteaders.  To date, the only published documentation of homesteaders has been a list of names with house and road numbers.  This book will include pictures and information about homesteaders that is submitted or known at the time of printing.  Also, in conjunction with the book, poster-size pictures of the photos submitted will be made to create a “Wall of Families” exhibit for the New Deal Festival in July.
     Here is how you can help.  You (or your siblings collectively) are asked to submit a photo (or a CD of a photo) of your parents or family and write a brief story (no more than 200 words) about your parents and/or family.  To help with printing costs of the book and to make a photo exhibit, AH is requesting a fee of $50 per family.  (Perhaps, siblings could share in the cost.)  In return, you’ll receive one free copy of the completed book and the mounted poster will be yours to keep.  (All posters not retrieved by the closing of the exhibit will become a part of AH’s museum archives.)

     We hope you will participate in this exciting endeavor to document the importance YOUR family played in Arthurdale’s unique history.  Please write your story, enclose your photo or CD, and include your check for $50 (payable to AH) and mail to Arthurdale Heritage, P.O. Box 850, Arthurdale, WV 26520 by the deadline of May 29, 2009.  If you have any questions, please call or email Marilee Hall (304) 864-3881, hallmarilee@aol.com.
                                                                                         Thank you,
                                                                                         The 75th Anniversary Committee

Helpful Information:

1. The photo (B&W or color) can be any size but the clearer, the better.  (The poster size created for the exhibit will be based upon what can be made to maintain picture clarity.)  Your photo WILL BE returned but a CD will NOT be returned.

2. The photo can be of the homesteader husband and/or wife OR it can be of the parents with the children OR it could be of the children only.  Only one photo will be accepted at $50.  A limit of two may be submitted but the cost is $100 for two.
3. Names of all people in the picture need to be clearly identified. (Do NOT write on the picture. Include a separate paper to write the names or use a Post-It note.)

4. Include your name and address for returning the photo to you.  Your phone number would also be helpful in case there are questions.

5. Please print or type the story (200 words or less).  Include both homesteaders full names, road and house number (can include more than one if family lived in more than one home), list names of homesteader children, and write a memory or quote about the family.
6. Don’t delay!  You only have two weeks to meet the deadline.  Your participation is necessary for YOUR family’s story to be documented for the future.
